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THE INFLUENCE GAME:
Business, health split forming

WASHINGTON -- Health care provid-
ers have been crowing in recent days
about deals they've cut with lawmakers
to help pay for President Barack
Obama's health care overhaul. Those
agreements have been announced in
flashy White House ceremoniebut

off camera and quietly, business lobby-
ists have been stewing.

Their concern: The many billions in
savings health providers are promising
will ultimately come from the pockets
of the nation's employers, who are al-
ready drowning in medical costs.

The growing divide underlines that while almost every group in Washington says it favors health care
reform, sharp divisions emerge over how to achieve it. The chasm also fractures the overall business
community, making it harder for opponents of an overhaul to form broad coalitions that might defeat it
such as the largely united business front that doomed President Bill Clinton's drive to remake the mec
system in the early 1990s.

Three major hospital groups agreed with White House officials and Senate Finance Committee leade
this week to accept $155 billion in reduced Medicare and Medicaid payments over the coming decade
The deal would allow hospitals to limit the damage to their budgets. Two weeks ago, the nation's druc
producers agreed to swallow $80 billion in savings, largely by reducing the prices they charge for son
Medicare prescriptions. People following the health care debate say a deal with doctors groups may |
next.

There are no guarantees these agreements will emerge intact as Congress labors to send Obama a |
system overhaul that could cost $1 trillion over the next 10 years. Even if the deals survive, business
groups say, hospitals and drug companies may find ways to shift the costs to the country's private ernr
ployers, who provide most Americans with health care coverage.
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By Dr. Kenyon Erickson, D.C., F.A.S.A.
KCA President

My Fellow Doctors of Chiropractic, is needed. Individuals are needed and we will use each

and every one of you.
Having returned from Washington, D.C. from the

National Chiropractic Legislative Conference, | am For now sit tight, keep your passion for our pro-
alarmed at the state of profession and concerned for itdession burning and be the great doctors that you are. Now
continuity. We are facing a time in our profession not segore than ever it is not about individualism, it is not about
since the 1980s. We are once again under pressurefrgmu st one great doctor, one
an AMA agenda that wishes to force our hand through This affects us all. Whether you like it or not, you are a
legal means to limit our practice. part of something larger and stronger than any one person;

together we can make the necessary changes.
We face an uphill battle in the months and maybe

even years which will most definitely need your help. This If you are not a member of the KCA | urge you to
i's not simply a #fAturf b a foin howv.oThere\Was never beenfaibeitér tinneringhe fast r
as doctors, healers, and as health care providers. By nmo decades to join. Fights such as this can be won with a
you have all received the post card from the Kansas Bdianded number of people but it will have a chance at a far
of Healing Arts stating that they have ended our better outcome with you and all of your colleagues joined.
Achiropractic physi ci an 0 Thistisan exanple Whbare membepslyip nurhbartand yalars
ceived was edited, in part by me. The original was indeae imperative.

a slap in the face to our entire profession and did incite

frustration and anger. At my urging, it waswetten to ~ Sincerely,

show the respect due a fellow health provider and thenDr. Kenyon Erickson, D.C., F.A.S.A.

sent to your offices. President of the Kansas Chiropractic Association

The KCA is addressing this issue with the Boargd :
of Healing Arts. We are doing it with vigor. (It would Up coming events:
have been easy to have responded with a-jarkgeac-
tion due to the extreme nature of this implied insult.) We Aug. 15-16:
are approaching the matter with the respect and profes Rad. Tech Training Wichita
sionalism needed. A new vote on the issue is in progress. | '
urge you to have patience. | know that there are those|in Sept. 18:

our profession with a passion and a fire that can barely be Legal Issues Wichita
contained, and we need that fire, but | need each and ¢very
one of you to direct it appropriately. Oct. 16-18:

: : : , KCA Fall Convention Overland Park
In the coming months you will receive notice on

what is needed of you. This is not just the fight of your| Dec.:

state or national organization. This issue has stepped into Dr. Kessinger Seminar Wichita
your offices to face each and every one of you and it ig '

your fight. You must allow us to direct the action wheré.it
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